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This study conducts a genre analysis of the abstract sections of 

Psychology and Linguistics research articles, focusing on 

differences in move structures and their implications at both macro 

and micro levels. The research employs a mixed-methods 

approach, incorporating both qualitative and quantitative analyses. 

Swales’ (2004) CARS model is used for macro- level analysis. 

While Swales and Feak’s (2009) model is applied at the micro- 

level. A corpus of 20 abstracts, 10 from each discipline, was 

analyzed using AntMover (1.10) software to identify structural 

patterns. The findings indicate that while both disciplines follow 

conventional move structures, Psychology abstracts exhibit a 

stronger presence of Move 3 (Occupying a Niche), particularly in 

announcing principal findings and evaluating research, whereas 

Linguistics abstracts demonstrate variability in the inclusion of 

Move 2 (Establishing a Niche). Additionally, micro-level analysis 

reveals discipline- specific differences in abstract length, tense 

usage, the presence of citations and first-person pronouns. The 

study provides valuable insights for novice researchers by 

highlighting disciplinary conventions in abstract writing. 

Furthermore, the findings have pedagogical implications for 

English for Academic Purposes (EAP), assisting students and 

scholars in structuring effective abstracts. Future research can 

expand thus analysis to other disciplines, incorporate larger 

corpora and explore additional genre models. 
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Introduction 

Background of the study 

Marefat and Mohammadzadeh (2013) stated that it was in the 1980s when the genre was first 

introduced in the area of English for Specific Purpose (ESP). Swales (1990) defined genre, “a 

genre comprises a class of communicative events, the members of which share some set of 

communicative purposes. These purposes are recognized by the expert members of the parent 

discourse community, and thereby constitute the rationale for the genre. This rationale shapes the 

schematic structure of the discourse and influences and constrains choice of content and style” (p. 

58). Flowerdew (2014) defined genre analysis as the study of situated linguistic behavior in 

institutionalized academic or professional settings. 

According to Ding (2007), “move analysis is a helpful tool in genre studies since moves are 

semantic and functional units of texts, which can be identified because of their communicative 

purposes and linguistic boundaries” (p. 270). Koltay (2010) defined an abstract as a text that 

reflects the most important information of an existing (primary) text in a form shorter than the 

original. The importance of information is decided from a pre-defined viewpoint, which enables 

the abstract to serve informing (informational) goals. It is a fact that an abstract is not an integral 

part of any research paper or an article, but it is important to create a valuable research article or a 

research paper. 

The current study dealt with the analysis of move structure of abstract sections of selected research 

articles of Psychology and Linguistics. The analysis conducted at macro level on the basis of 

Swales’ (2004) CARS model, and at micro level on the basis of Swales and Feak’s (2009) model. 

Besides, AntMover (1.10) software was also used to conduct the analysis.     

Problem Statement 

Several researchers have worked on the genre analysis of different sections of research articles 

including analysis of the introduction section, discussion section, and also abstract section. A less 

or no importance is given to the genre analysis of abstract section of Psychology and Linguistics 

research articles. No comparison has been done in writing an abstract section of Psychology and 

Linguistics research articles. Hence, to fill this gap, the present study has illustrated the 

comparison analysis of abstract section of Psychology and Linguistics research articles.   

Significance of the study 

This current study deals with genre analysis of abstracts of selected research articles of Psychology 

and Linguistics. Therefore, this study has pedagogical implications. It will help the readers as well 

writers to learn more about the structure of Abstract. It will provide them with a complete 

guideline regarding how to write or divide the abstract section of a research article, and the move 

structure of an abstract of one discipline can be compared with abstract of another. 

Limitations of the study 

The current study is limited to only the genre analysis of move structures of abstract sections in 

research articles of Psychology and Linguistics from national journals. Additionally, this study is 

limited by the number of research articles too. 
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Objectives of the study 

1. To investigate the differences between the move structures of Research Articles’ abstracts of 

national journal of Psychology and Linguistics. 

2. To highlight effect of difference at macro and micro level on the structure of Research Articles’ 

abstracts of national journal of Psychology and Linguistics. 

 

Literature Review 

Comparing abstract parts of research articles from various disciplines has been the subject of 

numerous studies. Marefat and Mohammadzadeh (2013) used the IMRD and Swales's CARS 

model (2004, 1990) to compare the abstracts of research publications written in Persian and 

English. They admitted that the researchers' writing styles were influenced by the conventions of 

the group. Additionally, Noorizadeh-Honami and Chalak (2018) recognised that the abstracts of 

the study publications differed in language and culture. They examined the Persian and English 

abstracts and used Swales' (1990) IMRD model in their study. Compared to English authors, 

Persian authors tended to include more details in their introduction and discussion sections. 

However, in their approach move, English authors included more details. 

Following Hyland's (2000) model, Niu (2013) conducted a cross-linguistic and cross-disciplinary 

analysis of research article abstracts, demonstrating that abstracts in English are more likely to 

contain canonical moves, whereas Chinese abstracts have more moves deleted (Niu, 2013). Majid 

and Omid (2017) conducted a comparative analysis of Persian and English research article 

abstracts, examining the rhetorical moves used in research papers. They found no significant 

differences between the two c 

A comparison of research article abstracts from more and less prestigious publications was 

provided by El-Dakhs (2018). Using Hyland's (2000) move structure model and Hyland's (2005) 

taxonomy of metadiscourse, she calculated that the findings move in more prestigious journal 

abstracts had a longer structure than the introduction, purpose, and method move in less 

prestigious journal abstracts. She discovered in the metadiscourse analysis that more prestigious 

journal abstracts had contrast connectives in the findings, but less prestigious abstracts had a 

purpose and addition connectives in the approach and findings. 

While reviewing the discussed works, it has been found out that les works have been done on 

analysis of abstracts of research articles from social sciences’ disciplines at both macro and micro 

level. This current study has filled this gap. 

Research Methodology 

The current study is mix-methods research. It has utilized both qualitative and quantitative 

approach to analyze the abstract sections of Psychology and Linguistics research articles from 

national journals. The description of the research articles and their journals is given below 
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Table 1: Research Articles (National and International Journals) 
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Corpora Development and Data Collection 

The corpora for this study were collected from the HEC recognized national journals of Psychology 

and Linguistics. The corpora were composed of abstract sections of 20 research articles 10 from 

each discipline including Psychology and Linguistics. These articles were written from the period 

of 2020 to 2021. Only the abstract sections were extracted from these selected research articles.  

These articles were selected randomly. In this the data was collected and the corpora were 

developed. Further, the corpora were analyzed on the basis of theoretical framework that is 

described in the next section. 

Theoretical Framework 

For the current research, two models were selected to study and compare the abstract sections of 

Psychology and Linguistics. CARS model of Swales (2004) was used for analysis of corpora at 

macro level, and Swales and Feak’s (2009) model for analysis at micro level. This model will help 

in deep analysis of a text. These two models were used to fulfill the objectives of the current study. 

Swales’ (2004) CARS model is considered as the diverse model to analyze the abstracts of research 

articles. This model includes the moves as well as sub-moves. This composition of model 

comprehensively explains the move structure of any research article. This model is explained in 

table 2.  

Table 2: CARS model (Swales, 2004) 

 

For micro analysis, the model of Swales and Feak’s (2009) is given below 
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Software Tool 

AntMover (1.10) software version 1.10, developed by Lawrence (2004), as a tool for analysis of 

corpora was used. It is one of the useful text structure analysis program. It followed the CARS 

model of Swales (2004). It was used for macro analysis. After that, the model of Swales and Feak 

(2009) was used for micro analysis. 

Data analysis and Interpretation 

As it is discussed earlier, this study aimed to analyze the abstract sections of research articles of 

Psychology and linguistics. These research articles were taken from the known journals of 

Pakistan. These journals were HEC recognized. The corpora contained abstract sections of 20 

research articles; 10 from each discipline including Psychology and Linguistics from the period of 

2020 to 2021. Only the abstract sections were extracted from these selected research articles. 

Further, the corpora were analyzed on the basis of theoretical frameworks including Swales’ 

(2004) CARS model and Sawles and Feak’s (2009) model. Also, AntMover (1.10) software tool 

was used to make the analysis easy.  

The whole study revolves around two main objectives including investigating the differences 

between the move structures of research articles’ abstracts of national journal of Psychology and 

Linguistics, and highlighting effect of difference at macro and micro level on the structure of 

Research Articles’ abstracts of national journal of Psychology and Linguistics. Both qualitative 

and quantitative analytic approaches were employed to fulfill the objectives of the current study.  

For the data analysis, first the corpora were developed. In the first step of analysis, the corpora 

were analyzed on the basis of Swales’ (2004) CARS model at macro level. The move structure and 

steps were identified from the extracted abstract sections of selected research articles. This step 

was followed by the application of AntMover (1.10) Software too.  

At micro level, the corpora were analyzed on the basis of Swales and Feak’s (2009) model. It 

helped in understanding and analyzing the structure of abstracts thoroughly. Through it, the use of 

tense, presence of first person pronoun and any citation, acronyms, metadiscourse references and 

the length of abstracts were analyzed.    

Findings and discussion 

Findings at Macro level 

The main concern of this study was the genre analysis of abstract sections of Psychology and 

Linguistics research articles. The purposes behind it were to investigate the differences between 

the move structures of research articles’ abstracts of national journal of Psychology and 

Linguistics, and to highlight affect of difference at macro and micro level on the structure of 

research articles’ abstracts of national journal of Psychology and Linguistics. After the analysis of 

corpora at macro level on the basis of Swales’ (2004) CARS model, the findings were collected. 

These findings of analysis are mentioned in table 4. 
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At macro level, the findings revealed differences and similarities in move structure of abstract 

sections of research articles of Psychology and Linguistics. Through the findings in table 4, the 

abstract sections can easily be compared. The results explored that out of 10 abstracts of 

Psychology, all abstracts contained step 2 (Announcing Principal Findings) and step 3 (Evaluation 

of Research) of Move 3 (Occupying a Niche), only 8 abstracts out of 10 contained step 2 (Making 

Topic Generalizations) of Move 1 (Establishing a Territory), only 6 out of 10 abstracts had step 1 

B (Announcing Present Research) of Move 3 (Occupying a Niche), and only 1 abstract had step 1 

B (Indicating a Gap) of Move 2 (Establishing a Niche). 

On the other hand, moving towards Linguistics, the results explored that out of 10 abstracts of 

Linguistics, all abstracts contained step 2 (Announcing Principal Findings) of Move 3 (Occupying 

a Niche), only 9 abstracts out of 10 contained step 3 (Evaluation of Research) of Move 3 

(Occupying a Niche), and only 5 out of 10 abstracts had step 1 B (Announcing Present Research) 

of Move 3 (Occupying a Niche) and step 2 (Making Topic Generalizations) of Move 1 

(Establishing a Territory) respectively. Move 2 (Establishing a Niche) was not present in 

Linguistics abstracts. 

Findings at Micro level 

Analysis of corpora was conducted on the basis of Swales and Feak’s (2009) model. By the 

application of this model, move structure of abstracts was analyzed with more focused. The length 

of abstracts, use of tense, presence of any citation and first person pronoun, metadiscourse 
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references, and acronyms were analyzed. The findings, after the analysis, are expressed in the 

given table below: 

 

Recommendations and Implications 

Like present study, further research can be done on different disciplines. A comparative genre-

based analysis can also be conducted by applying Hyland’s (2000) Five Move Model. Further, the 

mix method approach can also be carried out through descriptive statistics, and AntMover (1.10) 

Software for genre analysis. Further research can be conducted by including large number of 

corpus. Besides, the findings of the study will make the writers to realize the textual variations in 

terms of moves, sequence of moves, and their functions in abstracts of research articles. Through 

this study, writers will be able to improve their opportunities to publish their research works in 

nationally as well as internationally recognized journals.  This study also has the pedagogical 

implications for English for Specific Purpose (ESP) and English for Academic Purpose (EAP) as it 

will help the students to make them aware of the existing variations and generic norms of the 

abstract of research articles.  

Conclusion 

This study analyzed the genre of abstract sections in research articles from Psychology and 

Linguistics by examining macro- and micro-level structure. The study found notable disciplinary 

differences in how abstract sections were written, using Swales' (2004) CARS model for macro-

level analysis and Swales and Feak's (2009) for micro-structural analysis. In terms of findings, 

Psychology abstracts tended to include Move 3 (Occupying a Niche) with greater frequency, 

especially with respect to announcing principal findings and evaluating the research in that regard, 

while Linguistics abstracts tended to use Move 2 (Establishing a Niche) less frequently. Also, the 

analysis at the micro level revealed differences in abstract length, tense usage, and the use of 

citations and first-person pronouns, further corroborating the idea that disciplinary conventions 

shape abstract structure. 

The findings have a number of implications. First, they serve as a guide for the younger researcher 

by creating an awareness of the expected abstract structure in given fields. Researchers adhering to 

those conventions can diffuse their abstracts better and enhance the probability of publication. 
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Second, the study somehow reflects an implication of pedagogical practices in ESP and EAP. If 

instructors understand the structural features of abstracts, this knowledge would enable them to 

tailor their academic writing courses to correspond with disciplinary expectations, equipping 

students to produce abstracts that best communicate their study contributions. 

The research also allows for new avenues in investigation. Future studies may expand the study by 

analyzing abstracts from additional subject areas, use larger corpora, and implement alternative 

genre models, for example, Hyland's (2000) Five Move Model. A comparison of abstracts from 

both high-impact journals and less-known ones might facilitate thoughts on how journal prestige 

actually plays a role in influencing the structure of abstracts. Extending that line of inquiry will 

assist researchers in comprehending how academic genres progress across disciplines and forum. 
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